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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
INFO COMICEDEFOR 
CINCLANT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 053790 

E. 0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASSIC 

SUBJECT: VOLCANO EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
REF: REYKJAVIK 0304 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY STOESSEL, 
ICELANDIC AMBASSADOR KROYER SAID THAT WHILE HE HAD NO IN- 
STRUCTIONS FROM HIS GOVERNMENT TO MAKE ANY REQUEST AND BE- 
CAUSE OF INTEREST SHOWN BY SECRETARY AND USG IN ASSISTING 
WESTMANN ISLANDERS, HE WISHED TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITIES FOR 
FURTHER US ASSISTANCE. 

2. KROYER SAID ICELANDERS HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH US COAST 
GUARD AND WOULD LIKE TO LEASE A CUTTER OF ABOUT 1 100 TONS 
WHICH THEY UNDERSTAND THE COAST GUARD PLANS TO RETIRE FROM 
SERVICE. GOI WOULD USE CUTTER TO STAND BY OFF WESTMANN 
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ISLANDS FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF DURING HEIGHT OF FISHING 
SEASON WHEN REGULAR ICELANDIC CUTTERS ARE FULLY OCCUPIED 
WITH FISHERY PROBLEMS. 

3. KROYER SAID HE ALSO WISHED TO EXPRESS DESIRE OF 
WESTMANN ISLANDERS ( NOTE NOT GOI) FOR US EQUIPMENT TO 
FIGHT LAVA FLOW. ESTIMATED COST OF ABOUT $400,000 WAS 
MORE THAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FELT COULD BE SPENT FOR 
ATTEMPT TO STOP LAVA WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN TRIED BEFORE AND 
IS REGARDED AS AN EXPERIMENT. KROYER SAID A DELEGATION OF 
THREE ICELANDERS WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY PLANNING TO COME TO 
WASHINGTON TO EXAMINE EQUIPMENT HAS DECIDED NOT TO COME 
HERE BUT HE UAS NOT CLEAR AS TO WHETHER DELEGATION MIGHT 
BE GOING TO NEW YORK OR SOME OTHER DESTINATION IN US. 

4. ASSISTANT SECRETARY STOESSEL SAID WE WOULD STUDY 
QUESTION OF COAST GUARD CUTTER AND THAT THE MATTER OF 
FINANCING OF EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT WAS UNDER REVIEW. ROGERS 
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